
A Room with A View: Observing nature and narrative through the bird hide 





Cultural Ecosystems Services

‘Does the elevation of certain places or CES ‘hotspots’… 
make it easier to downgrade places whose value is not 
enhanced by a link with a renowned poem, painting or 
novel? What about environmental settings beyond 
‘Tarka Country’ (North Devon), ‘Coleridge Country’ 
(Quantocks), ‘Constable Country’ (Suffolk/Essex 
borderland), ‘Brontë Country’ (southern Pennines) and 
‘Wordsworth Country’/Potter Country’ (Lake District)?’

Peter Coates et al, 2014
Arts & Humanities Annex 1:  Arts & Humanities 

Perspectives on Cultural Ecosystem Services 



- I fantasise about a book that would be a new form of music, a 
transformed birdsong, a work of many voices in flight…Only    
it couldn’t be a novel. I don’t know what it would be. I dream 
about the idea of a hide.

- Jekyll and Hyde?

- No. Well, yes and no…the idea of a text that would be a hide, a 
place from which to look out and look in, a secret place from 
which it which it would be possible not only to observe the 
activity and behaviour of birds and humans, say, but also to 
observe the novel itself, a kind of screened-off or embedded 
space within a novel in which it would be possible to explore 
the relations between birds and words, birdwatching and 
wordwatching.

Nicholas Royle, 
An English Guide to Birdwatching 











Not so long ago, when a drystone wall was being repaired 
near Charter House, on the Mendip, a glass bottle was found 
in the wall. It contained a message, a love message from a 
young woman. Research showed that the message dated to 
1914. The woman and the young man to whom the message 
was addressed were in love. Their families would not agree to 
the relationship because the young man came from a working 
class family and the woman from a professional class family. 
The reason the note from the woman was still in the bottle 
was that he had gone off to the war and never returned to 
collect it and leave one for her.

Anonymous



Swallows are as fast as 
snails are kind

Soloman

We sit and watch
We sit and listen
Our patience frayed
The birds are missing!





‘The blind is blind to hide, the hide hides blind, 
the blind is blind to blind, the hide hides hide.’



‘I want to match up what is in the 
forests with the fairy stories, see how 
the themes of the fairy stories grow out 
of the reality of the forest, and the 
other way around – show how people 
see the forests in a particular way 
because of the fairy stories.’ 

…‘twin-life’ of plants and the particular 
type of fungi they are paired with, 
called mycorrchzia. 

…‘teach us how to see the forests’ and 
‘protect our woodland’ 



‘Storytelling has a vital role to play in 
creating spaces within which alternative 
futures can be imagined’

‘…stories of past change can provide 
an intellectual-cum-cultural tool in 
thinking about the future.’

Peter Coates et al, 2014
Arts & Humanities Perspectives on Cultural 

Ecosystem Services 
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